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ABOUT AGBU ARTS

Armenian culture is as deep as its ancient roots, as rich as its 
mastery of diverse art forms, and as inventive and ingenious as its 
people. For this reason, AGBU Arts has become a driving force for 
developing and showcasing Armenian artists while treating 
audiences to experiences that reveal the transcendent human 
spirit in an Armenian context.  

Central to AGBU Arts’ mission is introducing Armenian culture and 
traditions to audiences worldwide. Armenians in Film showcases 
the works of award-winning filmmakers worldwide at leading film 
presenting venues; and AGBU Performing Artists in Concert at 
Carnegie Hall gives young Armenian musicians the unique 
opportunity to perform on one of the world’s most famous stages.

Together with global AGBU Chapters, AGBU Arts organizes 
performance and exhibition opportunities to support and increase 
exposure to Armenian creatives, collaborating with institutions such 
as the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), Centre Pompidou, the 
MET Museum, the British Film Institute (BFI), and countless others.

For more information, and to support AGBU Arts, visit 
www.agbu.org/arts
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AGBU

The Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) is the 
world’s largest non-profit organization devoted to upholding 
the Armenian heritage through educational, cultural and 
humanitarian programs. Each year, AGBU is committed to 
making a difference in the lives of 500,000 people across 
Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian diaspora. Since 1906, 
AGBU has remained true to one overarching goal: to create a 
foundation for the prosperity of all Armenians.
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Vache Tovmasyan 
Moderator

Vache Tovmasyan is an Armenian actor, comedian, writer, and 
producer, celebrated for his versatility and dynamic performances. 
Born on July 15, 1986, in Yerevan, Armenia, Tovmasyan began his 
career in entertainment in 2005. He gained national recognition 
through the creation and performance in the sketch comedy show 32 
Atam (32 Teeth) and later cocreated the stand-up comedy TV show 
Vitamin Club, which aired on Shant TV until 2015. Tovmasyan's 
international acclaim was solidified with his portrayal of Garnik in 
Sean Baker's 2024 film Anora. The film premiered at the 77th Cannes 
Film Festival, winning the Palme d'Or, and later secured five Academy 
Awards, including Best Picture. Tovmasyan's performance contributed 
to the film's nomination for the Screen Actors Guild Award for 
Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture.



Carnivore  
by Michael Aloyan

When a family gathers for a celebration, an escalating game between 
two boys sets them on a dangerous path that forces them to confront 
the expectations of manhood passed down for generations.

Michael Aloyan 
 
Michael Aloyan was born and raised in Glendale, CA. The son of 
Armenian immigrants, his father was a graphic designer and his 
mother was a social worker (an aspiring concert pianist back home). 
Enthralled with art from a young age, Aloyan spent most of his 
youth immersed in painting and sculpting. He soon fell in love with 
filmmaking and started making stop-motion animated movies with 

his dad's Hi-8 camera at the age of eight. With Aloyan writing the scripts and serving as 
character artist, he and his father built the clay puppets and miniature sets together. 

As an MFA Directing student at UCLA, he wrote a letter to actor Karren Karagulian 
(Anora, Tangerine) asking him to star in a short film called "This Land" (2019), in which 
he wrote the lead role for Karren. Admiring the young filmmaker's ambition and 
persistence, Karagulian said yes. The two would go on to make another film together 
called "Carnivore" (2023), Aloyan's most personal film to date, that premiered in 
competition at the Golden Apricot International Film Festival and screened in 
competition at the Oscar-qualifying LA Shorts.

Aloyan has been a finalist for the Sundance Screenwriters Lab, Academy Nicholl 
Fellowship, Warner Bros. Television Writers Workshop, Disney/ABC Writing Program, ATX 
Television Festival, and his recent work "The Dive" was a featured script on The Black List, 
after which it sold to AMC Studios. He is currently working on his feature film debut.



Endless Exile
by Mano Baghjajian

Endless Exile tells the story of the persecution of the Armenian people 
across 100 years, through two tragic and hauntingly identical family 
stories. Araxie Tcharfajian, the filmmaker's grandmother, tells her 
mother's story of surviving the Armenian Genocide of 1915, and how 
it's legacy has affected her life and the lives of Armenians across the 
globe. Lilit Hakopyan, a refugee from Artsakh now living in Yerevan, 
recounts her personal story of abandoning her home to protect her 
infant child during the 2020 Artsakh war, and how the blockade of her 
homeland has left her immediate family divided. 

Mano Baghjajian
 
Mano Baghjajian is an Armenian-American documentary 
filmmaker, journalist and storyteller. He was born and raised in Los 
Angeles, California. Mano earned his bachelors' degree at 
California State University Northridge, where he majored in 
Journalism and minored in Popular Culture Studies. Mano then 
moved to New York City in 2022 to attend graduate school at New 

York University. He graduated from NYU's Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute's 
prestigious News and Documentary program with a Masters of Arts in Journalism. 
Endless Exile was developed as Mano's thesis project and has now morphed into his 
debut documentary short film.



I Decided to Fight
by Joe Penny

Young Armenian heroes Shahen Babayan, Seyran Soghoyan, and Edmond 
Hovagimyan have each endured devastating injuries on the battlefield. Yet 
beyond the pain and loss, they are bound by an unbreakable will to live. 
Their stories are not defined by what they have lost, but by what they 
refuse to surrender: their determination, their purpose, and their dreams.

“I Decided to Fight” follows their journeys of recovery and rebirth as 
they attempt to rebuild their lives. Shahen dreams of becoming a world 
arm-wrestling champion, pushing his body to new limits. Seyran is 
determined to finish his studies and one day walk again. Edmon, the 
group’s storyteller, channels his trauma into laughter, aspiring to 
become one of Armenia’s most beloved performers.

Joe Penney 
 
Joe Penney is a filmmaker, photographer, and journalist whose 
work aims at a deeper understanding of our shared human 
experiences. Based between New York and Lagos, Nigeria, he 
directs films that blend beautiful imagery, cinematic storytelling 
with documentary realism, often examining how people navigate 
belonging, creativity, and change across borders and cultures. His 

debut documentary, “Sun of the Soil: The Story of Mansa Musa,” reimagines the legacy 
of history and myth of a 14th century Malian king through the eyes of a contemporary 
artist, and streamed on Netflix. His reporting and photography have appeared in 
Reuters, The New York Times, Le Monde, and more. 



The Circus Lion
by Tigran Tovmasian

A young wrestler’s only way out of his dead end town and the trauma 
tied to it is to fight his way onto the Australian team. But when an 
unexpected tragedy strikes, his fight to escape turns inward, trapping 
him alongside the very trauma he cannot outrun. 

Tigran Tovmasian 
 
Tigran Tovmasian is an Armenian filmmaker and actor based in 
Australia. He began his career as an actor, training and working 
across Australia, the U.S., and Europe. With no formal film school 
background, he stepped behind the camera driven by a desire to 
tell personal, emotionally grounded stories. He made his 
directorial debut with The Circus Lion, a drama exploring themes 

of identity, depression, and belonging. Alongside his work in film, Tigran teaches acting 
in Sydney, Australia, and helps his students produce their own short films. 
 



The Turtle
by Moris Amiryan

A film about returning home, about returning to that space where every 
person is forever connected by childhood memories. Only by accepting 
one's roots and past can a person build their future on a solid 
foundation. The protagonist's journey home leads to an awareness of 
the triangular relationships between the father, the son, and the 
deceased grandfather.

The screenplay was originally written to be filmed in Armenia. However, 
since filming in Armenia was not possible, the movie was shot in North 
Ossetia.

The film is based on a true story.

Moris Amiryan
 
Moris Amiryan is an Armenian-Russian filmmaker, currently 
pursuing a master's degree in Beijing, China. He is a graduate of 
the Russian State University of Cinematography and the Yerevan 
State Institute of Theatre and Cinematography.

Born in 1994 in the village of Karby, near Yerevan, he moved to 
the town of Ashtarak at the age of six. He served in the Armenian Armed Forces from 
2016 to 2018.



Time Out 
by Lilit Babayan

After being laid off from the university, 70-year-old linguist Artashes 
Aghababyan realizes that he has devoted his entire life to words, but 
not to real people. As his books become his only companions, he begins 
to search for what he has never experienced.

Lilit Babayan
 
Lilit Babayan is an Armenian filmmaker and screenwriter. She 
studied at the Yerevan State Institute of Theatre and Cinematog-
raphy. Her latest short film, “Time Out,” has been selected for 
international screenings. In 2025, she participated in a European 
film workshop to further develop her upcoming project. 


