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ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION (AGBU)  

editorial  

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Yes, itôs 2012 and weôre no longer in the Dark Ages.  Onwards we surge with Technology at the 

forefront.  ñGet with the programò is a common cry é but at what expense? 

Look, donôt get me wrong.  I donôt ride a donkey to work;  I donôt use an abacus to do my sums;  I donôt 
beat my clothes on a rock by edge of the river nor do I rub two sticks together to get my dinner started.  
I have embraced some technology, but surely there comes a time when we should enjoy the old 

fashioned simple pleasures.   

The way I see it, we must profess to be so very much busier than anyone ever was years ago.  Is that 
really true?  Are we in fact truly busier or are we lazier or have our priorities changed.  I think itôs a 
combination of both.  Not pointing any fingers just an observation é but I think a lot more people focus 
on themselves, their needs, their óme timeô, their space, their óchill outô time and hence search out all the 

short cuts and time management tools.   

Take the mobile phone.  Guilty.  Yes I have one, as do millions of others.  But, why is it never more 
than 10cms away from us?  Just look around on an average day é youôll see people crossing the road 
talking on a mobile, youôll see an ear plug attachment and the person talking to what appears to be the 
open air whilst they approach you in a store (how confusing is that!), it will be by their side on their 
desk, bedside table or worse still on the dinner table.  Once upon a time, you rang someone, if they 
were home they answered, if they werenôt é you tried again later.  Have you noticed that now most 
people call and instead of asking ñHow are you?ò they ask ñWhere are you?ò  Herein my first issue é 
some technology has rendered us more intrusive.  In 1944 George Orwell began writing his novel 1984 
and spoke of óBig Brotherô é a phrase that is readily coined now.  I see BB everywhere, but in a lot of 
cases, WE are allowing him a window into our lives by all the online activities we partake in and all the 

technology we readily use.   

Twitter, Facebook, Blogs, Online supermarket shopping, online banking, Skype are but a few examples 
of how we embrace these facilities to free up our time.  We expose ourselves to people peeking into our 
private lives, hackers getting into our savings and much more.  We canôt complain about Big Brother 

when weôve invited him to visit! 

What happened to the art of picking up a pen and writing a letter?  I can see it in the handwriting of 
people under the age of 25 é only a small percentage has legible and/or nice handwriting. Thereôs 
even sites that offer to send a card to your nominated recipient ï not just the electronic sort where you 
receive notification via email that someone has sent an animated card, but actually a site that allows 
you to nominate a card, a message, the recipient AND the card is sent in what looks like real 

handwriting in an envelope with a stamp.  Go figure.  How busy are we really?   

I could go on and on quoting different scenarios when and where we resort to reaching out to all the 
ómod consô and of course I appreciate that we canôt ignore technology é all I am suggesting is that 
before we reach for that button we appreciate that we are losing some essential skills and in my humble 

opinion part of our personality. 

ñThe really idle man gets nowhere.  The perpetually busy man does not get much furtherò.   

Sir Heneage Ogilvie 
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AGBU PROGRAM AT THE  GLEN WAVERLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

We invite you to join us at the Glen Waverley Community Centre on the following Monday nights. (listed below). On the last 
Monday of the month (marked with an F) we serve a delicious meal.  On the mid Mondays we provide the venue for a social 
ócatch-upô.  We endeavour to provide an interesting program offering dance classes, lectures, cooking demonstrations, craft 
workshops and much, much more.  We plan to provide our members with a variety of interesting programs to cater for different 

interests. 

Zumba classes will continue to be featured throughout 2012.  This has been a very welcome addition to our Agenda of 

activities.  It has grown from a mere 3 to approximately 12 people, on average, weekly. 

ZUMBA classes will be conducted as a 10 week program.  The first series of classes start on 20 February (Session 1) and 

concludes 28 May (Session 10).   

Details are as follows:- 

TIME:  6.30 ï 7.30 p.m. 

BRING:  Yourself, comfortable clothes & footwear (and a water bottle) 

COST:  $50 (for a 10 week program ï payable in advance) or $8.00 for 

  each sessional participation 

 

AGBU 

Monday Social Nights 2012 

January February March 
    

20/02/12 

27/02/12     F 

  

19/03/12 

26/03/12     F 

April May June 

  

09/04/12 

23/04/12 

30/04/12    F 

  

14/05/12 

21/05/12 

28/05/12     F 

  

  

18/06/12 

25/06/12     F 

July August September 

  

16/07/12 

23/07/12 

30/07/12     F 

  

13/08/12 

20/08/12 

27/08/12     F 

  

10/09/12 

17/09/12 

24/09/12     F 

October November December 

  

15/10/12 

22/10/12 

29/10/12     F 

  

12/11/12 

19/11/12 

26/11/12     F 

  

  

  

F:  Food Available 

Monday 20 February-28 May Zumba Classes commence 
    (Please refer to  the article above) 
Sunday 5th February  Dromana picnic ï Dromana  
    Foreshore (see details in this  
    issue) 
Monday 20th February  The Body Shop Party at the 
    GWCC ï 8 p.m. All welcome.  
    RSVP to assist with planning. 
Monday 27th February  Meal Night ï Menu: ï Fettuccine 
    Carbonara AND a special  
    screening of the KOHAR  
    Concert in Yerevan  
Monday 26th March  Meal Night ï Menu:  Falafel and 
    Games Night (look out for e-news 
    for updates) 
Monday 16th April  Cultural Evening: Yeghishe  
    Charents.  More details via e-
    news updates and separate  
    flyers 
Monday 30th April  Meal Night ï Menu: Madagh Meal 
    Cost: Donations Only 
Saturday June 16th  Comedy Night. 
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 Wedding 

¶ Antranig Aminian  

Congratulations to Anita and her 

family. 

Christening 
¶ Alec Artaner  

Congratulations to Tanya, Dikran & 

Roy who celebrated Alecõs christening 

whilst on holidays in Turkey 

 

Get Well Soon 
¶ Gary Leith ï our best wishes for a 

speedy recovery following your recent 

surgery 

¶ Vartkes Tchakerian ï our heartfelt good wishes for a 

speedy return to good health 

¶ Ohannes Gulbenkoglu ï we wish you a full and 

speedy recovery following your recent surgery 

¶ Yeran Kassardjian ï our best wishes for good health 

following recent surgery 

¶ Dirk Kothe ï following a recent illness and hospital 

stay 

Our good wishes for a full and speedy recovery to 

each of you 

 
 

RIP 

¶ Our heartfelt sympathy to Dikran 

Artaner and family on the sudden 

loss of their dear cousin (residing in 

Turkey). 

¶ Mr Mourad Sarkissian ï Beloved uncle of Rosy 
Apakian, Emily Keoylian, Christine Cullu & brother of 
the late Angele Philippossian and brother-in-law of 
Edward Philippossian who passed away aged 92 in 

California USA. 

Our heartfelt sympathies to the extended families. 

May he rest in peace. 

 
 

Youth Vibes  

Hello and welcome to another edition of Youth Vibes. 

After a slow 2011 for Youth Vibes, it promises to be a big 2012. I 
endeavour to make up for lost time and once again hope to become 
a regular feature in the Nor Tsayn set up. I have been meaning to 
discuss music and the role it plays in our lives for quite some time. 
Whilst all ages and forms of people enjoy many different forms of 
music, it has a special part in young peopleôs lives. What does 
music mean to young people? How do our youth relate to music in 

comparison to even younger or older generations? 

A feature of todayôs youth is the several music festivals on the 
calendar. The recent stereosonic festival and the upcoming Future 
music festival are just two examples of how important music is to so 
many, and how it has the ability to bring together people for a 

variety of reasons.  

For an ageing óyoungô person like myself, I have always believed 
that music is and has been a wonderful way to express yourself. 
Whether you like the music because of the sound it presents or the 
lyrics within the song, it really comes down to a matter of choice. 
Over the years, I have come across many different prejudices 
about who should like what kind of music. Younger people my age 
werenôt supposed to listen to slower songs or óHayerenô music 
because it just wasnôt cool. It was always an attitude I couldnôt quite 
get my head around. I asked myself (and still do) this question: 
Who is this person or society to tell me what I can like or listen to as 
a person? Why should my taste in music lead to a judgment in 

character, sexuality or general opinion? 

As the years have progressed and I have reached the lofty heights 
of age 30, I have seen a shift in attitudes and a much more open 
community where different genres of music are celebrated. A friend 
I grew up with recently went to Sydney to listen to Harout live; 
younger friends of mine party hard at music festivals mentioned 
above and other close friends of mine indulge in slower, boy band 
type concerts. Youôre all probably wondering what music I like. 
Well, I have a much more diverse range of interests. I love soft 

rock, some heavy metal but also really enjoy RnB and pop.  

In conclusion, the message to the youth of today is that as long as 
music isnôt tainted with drugs, violence and too much alcohol, then 
it is healthy and great for you to enjoy and make music a big part of 

your life; regardless of your musical tastes.  

ñSing like no one is listening; dance like no one is watchingéé..ò 

Till next time, be proud, be heard, be Armenian. 

Andrew Mashoian 

PS. I urge all our community members and Nor Tsayn readers to 
send through any suggestions on topics for the future or feedback 

to Mashoian@hotkey.net.au; it would be greatly appreciated!!  

mailto:Mashoian@hotkey.net.au
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S0si

Saroukhanõs  
Corner 

AN EVENING WITH MR KOPTAS 
On the last Monday in November, AGBU were host to international guests Murat (Robert) Koptas, Chief Editor of Agos Arme-

nian Weekly, and his partner/wife Baidzar Dink (daughter of Hrant Dink) 

An audience well in excess of 100 people listened to a very interesting insight into the lives of Armenians residing in Turkey 
both now and in the past.  Robertôs presentation was refreshingly honest.  Our guests were intrigued with the history of the 

settlement of Armenians in Turkey from before the Genocide until today. 

Mr Koptas and his wife are strong supporters of the Hrant Dink Foundation and closely affiliated with the óFriends of Hrant 
Dinkô Foundation in Melbourne.  It was very interesting to hear of the developments of the Foundation and the work they carry 

out.  They continue to carry out the work of the late Hrant Dink with pride, passion and sincerity. 

ADVERTISING / FUTURE PROJECTS 

AGBU PICNIC AT DROMANA SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2012 
With summer now finally here the Melbourne Chapter of the AGBU has organised its traditional 

annual picnic.   

The picnic will be held on Sunday 5 February 2012, by the beach at the Dromana foreshore, the 
same spot where we normally gather (the picnic spot is at Dromana foreshore, next to the pier and opposite IGA supermarket 
(Melway Ref 159 H6). Those who have attended previous picnics will attest to the fantastic location and the great fun, which is 
had by all. Shaded by beautiful trees and literally 20 meters from the edge of the water the Dromana site offers something for 

everyone. 

Come and enjoy a relaxing afternoon sitting in the shade or go for a swim or a walk on the beach.  

Ample parking is available in the shopping centre car park or nearby streets. 

The picnic will start from 11 a.m. with a lunch of chicken & chips with a selection of delicious salads along with soft drink, wine 

& champagne.   

It is recommended that you bring along folding chairs, as there is limited fixed seating at the site. The all inclusive cost is $20 

per head and $10 for children 14 and under. 

ALL YOU CAN EAT!  
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Maral Tchorbadjian  

Business: 9842 1200 

Home: 9803 7321 

Mobile: 0408 375 845  

 

Gloria Hotakorzian  

Business: 9574 0388 

Home: 9570 6996 

Mobile: 0422 915 453 

 

Berdj Tchakerian  

Home: 9899 2768 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dikran Artaner  

Home: 9560 2498 

Business: 9939 6207 

Mobile: 0401205657  

 

Yeran Kassardjian  

Home: 87744893  

 

Hovnan Torosoglu  

Mobile: 0412 795 765 

 

Avedis Semerdjian  

Home: 9795 7417 

 

Armenian Quiz 

Armenian History  

1. Name the last Kingdom of Armenia , and what was 

its duration? 

2. Who was the last King of Armenians?  When did he 

die and where was he buried? 

3. What did Armenia lose at the end of the Cilician 

Kingdom ? 

4. Name the countries that ruled Armenia after the fall 

of the Cilician Kingdom . 

5. In what year did the Armenian Genocide take 

place? 

6. How many Armenians were killed and by whom, 

during the Genocide ? 

7. What do we commemorate on April 24th? 

8. Is there a Monument erected in the memory of the 

Armenian Martyrs? 

    Answers on page  6 

ELISE MINASIAN SCHOLARSHIP 

Applications are invited for the ELISE MINASIAN SCHOLARSHIP for 
University studies.  The scholarship is awarded to a student of Armenian 
descent residing in the state of Victoria or NSW, who excels in academic 
studies, and is to be taken up for a University course.  The value of the 

scholarship is $1000. 

Applications should include curriculum vitae, academic record, written 
references and two photographs.  Applications close on 27 February, 2012. 

Please send the application to Mrs Elise Minasian, 57 Upper Beach Street, 
Balgowlah.  NSW  2093.  For enquiries, phone: (02)9949 5768. 
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Melbourne Armenian Radio Program  

AGBU VOICE   HAYOTS ASHKHARH   

3CR SBS 
  

3ZZZ 
855 AM 93.1 FM 97.1 FM 92.3 FM 
Thursday 

8.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Wednesday 

8.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Friday 

12 noon to 1.00 pm 

Sunday 

9.00 pm - midnight 

Monday  Special Armenian Program 

7.00-8.00am 

Wednesday  

7.00-8.00am 

1.00-2.00pm Kantsatsar 

Sunday  Azadamard 

5.00-6.00 pm 

    

 

Answers to Armenian Quiz  

Armenian History  

1. The Cilician Kingdom was the last kingdom of Armenia from 1080 -1375. 

2. King Levon the 5th was the last King of Armenians. He died and was buried in Paris in 1393. 

3. With the fall of the Cilician Kingdom,  Armenia lost her Independence  

4. After the fall of the Cilician Kingdom Armenia was ruled by Persia , Russia and Turkey . 

5. The Armenian Genocide took place in 1915. 

6. During the Genocide, 2/3 of the Armenian population was massacred (1 ½ million Armenians) by the Turks. 

7. On April 24th, we commemorate Armenian Martyrs' Day. 

8. Yes. There is a Monument erected in Yerevan in memory of the Armenian Martyrs is Dzedzer-nagapert. 

 

Real Estate  

APOLOGIES.  This issue will not feature an article on current Real Estate trends or other matters relating to the housing market. 
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QUARTERLY REPORTS  

Playtime in Melbourne ð 6 November 2011 

An audience of 350 people were treated to the second English surtitled production of the AGBU Hagop Baronian Theatre 
Groupôs WHO IS MY FATHER? 
The packed theatrette was in stitches.  Once again we were thrilled to share our culture, language & humour with our non-
Armenian speaking guests.  The concept of surtitling has been a real hit. 
A huge cast of 12 actors and a crew of dedicated back of stage volunteers made sure the production was a success.  We 
were so excited to welcome new faces on to the stage.  A total of 7 new players took acting roles and 2 others took on back 
stage roles of responsibility. 
Our veteran actors were Levon Hotakorzian (Director), Vahe Sarian, Adroushan Avedikyan, Selin Palazyan/Kartal and Kevork 
Palazyan.  New stars on stage were mother and daughter team, Maral & Gimma Yegoryan, mother and son team, Shoushan 
and Simon Nazaretian, Annie Adilian, Jano Balian and Sarkis Selian. 
Backstage, new to the theatre group, Vrej Sakadjian took on the big responsibility of ensuring the text slides were scrolling 
down in the correct sequence and timing and young Kevork Adilian took on the onerous task of providing technical support.  
Mary Langkilde (nee Sheohmelian) offered her cosmetic artistry to do the stage makeup for our stars. 
Mr George Jalilian graciously accepted to videotape the entire production for archival purposes. 
Veterans, Maral Tchorbadjian (Stage Manager), Talar Chahinian (Prompter) and Gloria Hotakorzian (Surtitling) were out of 
sight but keeping the wheels in motion.  Setting the wheels in motion prior to the production was the able crew of Ohannes 
Baharian, Dikran Artaner, Adroushan Avedikyan, Vrej Sakadjian, Hovnan Torosoglu, Avedis Semerjian and Levon Hota-
korzian.   
Whilst the actors do a grand job at portraying their roles in a most convincing fashion, the set is the backdrop that transports 
you to the magical place that captures your attention and imagination for 3 hours.  This yearôs set took place in a hospital ï in 
the Doctorôs Relaxation Room, with a fully functioning window and an amazing skyline at the rear. 
And of course é never to leave our audiences parched or hungry, Yeran Kassardjian, Vivian Tchakerian, Mayda Semerjian 
and Tanya Artaner prepared a supper of scrumptious rolls to be served at intermission. 
Furthermore, we are extremely appreciative of the sponsors for the financial support we received through advertising their 
business or including their personal messages in the programme.  Our sponsors and their contribution ensure the financial 
success of a fundraiser.  Please support their businesses as they support our AGBU projects. 
AGBU Melbourne recognizes that for a community to grow and flourish, there has to be a succession plan in place.  In the 
spirit of providing opportunities for our next generation to take on roles of responsibility, young Bedros Keshishian was our MC 
for the afternoon.  He did a commendable job. 
We have many projects in mind for the Hagop Baronian Theatre Group.  Some mammoth productions, some short, some 
novel and some é. a surprise.  Regardless, if you feel you would like to ógive it a goô please step forward.  Donôt be shy.  
Youôve got to start somewhere.  We can always assign a small role if youôre unsure or perhaps we can use your talents back-
stage?  We welcome you with open arms.   
Finally, let us thank you ï our audience.  Your applause, laughter and acceptance are the rewards we look for.  Thank you for 

coming.  Thank you for laughing.  Thank you for your ongoing support. Please see photos in following pages. Gloria 

We would be lying if we said we donõt enjoy receiving congratulatory comments é we all appreciate 
acknowledgement, particularly in the positive.  Here is but one of the many emails, phone calls and personal notes 
we received.   

ñWell done on an excellent performance last night :) I enjoyed it immensely and I was in stitches all night. 

Well done to all the actors/actresses and all the committee members who did a fantastic job! 

Looking forward to the next play! 

Vartsgernit Gadar:)ò 

Anny Keshishian & family 
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 The Crew, Rehearsals & Behind the Scenes 
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The Play 


